
How to Establish 
Yourself as an 
Industry Expert 

Zac Johnson Presents… 



3 QUICK NOTES: 
 

1 - Don’t Take Notes 
 
2 - Very Visual & Fast 
 
3 - Let’s Have Fun! 
 



My Story and How I Started 
Making Money Online 

(and became an industry expert in the process..) 



Foxy

I’m 
Zac… 





In this session I’m going to show you I went from… 

My First $100 Bill 



My First $100 Bill $306,373.24 Check 

In this session I’m going to show you I went from… 



This is where it all started! 

You can literally run an internet business 
and blogging empire from anywhere! 



and here’s a quick 
summary of how I got 
to where I am today… 



I started making money online in 1995 
mainly through affiliate marketing 

(earning commissions on referred leads and sales) 



One of my first checks - 1998 ($10.45) 





$306,373.24 in one month… 
$800,000 profit in less than 4 months 

…more on that later…!



In 2007, I launched my first blog 
www.ZacJohnson.com 



I’ve helped my readers earn millions of 
dollars in the process through free content! 



“With over 2 million in referred earnings, Zac Johnson 
is the referral king. Over the last 5 years Zac has 

consistently brought Neverblue strong new talent to 
our network allowing both of our businesses to grow. 
Thank you again Zac for all of your hard work and 

dedication, we can't wait to see what the next 5 years 
will bring.” 

 
Leanne Lowe 

Senior Marketing Manager, Neverblue 
(GlobalWorldMedia) 

Use testimonials to 
your advantage!!



However, starting a brand or business 
online isn’t just about making money… 

 
 
 
 
 
 



It’s about opportunities as well! 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Speaking at Blog World in Las Vegas with 
John Chow, Darren Rowse & Brian Clark 



Featured on FOX News 
The O’Reilly Factor & ABC News 



Featured in a film documentary 
which premiered in Hollywood, CA 



Weekly Top Business Podcast 
“Rise of the Entrepreneur Podcast” 

Recently Profiled in Forbes 



Geno

Prussakov


Rachel

Honoway


Oliver

Roup


Influencer Marketing Days Speakers




all from the comfort of my own home office 



or even a kitchen table… 



even when the unexpected happens! 



even when the unexpected happens! 



Through blogging and 
the power of internet 

marketing, you can see 
these same results 



What’s the best way to become an influencer? 



Start a blog! 



It’s EASY to Start a Blog… 

It’s NOT Easy to Make Money Blogging… 
unless you know what to look for!



You might be!
lost in here!
somewhere!

.!

Over 1 Billion Active 
Sites in the World Today! 

How are people going to find you?!





Google First Page or Bust! 

My Site
Ranks #1



Ranking for your name is easy… 
let’s try something harder. 



Google First Page or Bust! 



Google First Page or Bust! 

6.9 BILLION
relevant sites



My Site
Ranks #1  
(organic)





How Can You Possibly Compete Against 1 
BILLION Other Websites and Blogs? 

• Finding Your Niche 

• Creating Killer Content that Converts 

• Growing Your Mailing List 

• Get Quality Backlinks to Your Site 

• Best Monetization Methods 

I did it… and so can you — Here’s my formula! 



Finding Your Niche 
(and the process of niching down) 



How to Find Your $weet 
Spot 

Here’s where the money is! 





How to Check if Your Niche is 
Profitable 



What does Google tells us? 

No advertisers?



Not niche enough yet… 

Advertisers!



Now we are niche! 
Lots of Advertisers!



Basketball     —>      Basketball Skills       —>      Jump Training  

Start with something you are 
passionate about… then niche down. 



Google Keyword 
Planner Monthly

Searches

Competition

Google
Adwords

Cost



Amazon is also a great tool! 

Search Kindle book reviews 



Use the Kindle Store for Research 



Look at Individual Item 
Reviews and Ratings 

Below #150,000 is Good!!



How Can You Make Better Products / Content? 
(Amazon reviews do the work for you) 



What ClickBank Marketplace tells us? 



Thousands of Digital Products Listed 



Breakdown of Finding a Niche 

1.  Pick a topic you are passionate 
about or want to create a 
business around  

2.  Niche down as much as possible 
3.  Check Google, Amazon and 

affiliate networks for potential 
profitability 



How to Create 
Content that Converts 

(give your audience what they want) 



Create Content that Provides Value 

•  Write interesting titles and content  
•  Keyword density is not important  
•  Longer and more detailed posts 

get ranked higher, more backlinks 
and social shares  

•  Use images, meta tags and proper 
formatting to engage and sell  



My Detailed 1,800+ Word “How To” Post 

Referral link 
that went on to 

generate!
$3 million in 
sales and 

$50,000+ in 
commissions 

for me!



Compare Different Content Methods 



Google Tells Us What People Search For 

Google Trends Google Related Searches 



Don’t Go Crazy with Content. 
Just Deliver! 

1.  Create better and more detailed content 
than your competition 
  

2.  Focus on articles and content that will 
result in leads and sales 
  

3.  Write detailed articles with 1000-2000 
words that include pictures and proper 
formatting (headlines, tags, spacing etc) 



"SEO isn't about 
content creation. 

It's about content 
promotion."!

- Brian Dean of Backlinko!

Content Creation Will Only 
Get You So Far! 



How to Get High Quality 
Backlinks to Your Site 

(while also becoming an “expert”) 



Why do you need links to your site? 

Google ranks sites in the search 
results based on the quality of 

links going back to a site. 
 

Types of links you want: 
 

•  Trusted and well known sites 
•  Sites with real content 

•  Niche specific 



Guest Blogging is the Answer! 

YOUR ARTICLE     +     AUTHORITY SITE     =     GUEST BLOGGING          



The Many Benefits of Guest Blogging 

 
•  Site owners get free content for their sites 

 
•  Authors get a bio section and links back 

to their sites and social profiles 
 

•  Ability to tap into a whole new audience 
 

•  A great way to establish yourself as an 
expert in any niche 



Examples of Guest 
Blogging in Action 





Links to my sites 
and social profiles 

BasicBlogTips.com!









How to Find Sites that Allow 
Guest Blogging? 

Google is our best friend… 



First We Need to Get Some Keywords 
Come up with as many 
synonyms for your niche 
topic as possible. 
(example: jump training) 
 
•  basketball training 
•  how to jump higher 
•  dunk videos 
•  shoes to jump higher 
•  jump program 
•  best nba dunks 



Now Let’s Use Common Guest 
Blogging Terms 

Words and phrases usually 
associated with “Guest 
Blogging” pages on other 
sites. 
 
•  write for us 
•  guest post 
•  contribute 
•  guest blogger 







Always look in the footers and 
headers for writing opportunities 



Expert Roundup Posts Work Extremely Well! 



Expert Roundup Posts Work Extremely Well! 



The Power of Featuring Experts within Posts 



Massive Social Sharing! 



Guest Blogging Best Practices 

•  Create really high quality content 
 

•  Use your real name, photo and site urls 
 

•  Promote and share your guest articles 
 

•  Follow guidelines and don’t spam a ton 
of sites with obvious “guest blogging” 
templates and expect results 
 

•  Use online tools for research and finding 
new guest post opportunities 



How to Explode 
Your Mailing List Signups 

(the money is always in the list) 



Every Blog Needs a Mailing List! 

Over 70% of the people who visit your 
site for the first time will leave and 

NEVER come back! 
 

With a mailing list you can: 
 

•  Send out updates on new content 
•  Mail out new promotions and specials 
•  Increase return traffic day after day 
•  Notify your list of upcoming events 



How Not to Get Subscribers 

<— This is BORING and provides 
value to no one! 

 
Do this instead: 

•  Give something away for free 
(free ebook, resources report) 

•  Get in the face of your visitors 
(popup windows, lead pages) 

•  Create an autoresponder series 
(sales & highlighting best content) 



Signup Form within Site Content 



Signup Form on Site Design 



Signup Form within Article Content 



Signup Form within Popup Windows 



John Chow’s eBook Popup 



John Lee Dumas’ Free eBook 



WPBeginner’s Wordpress Resources 



Neil Patel’s Q&A Popup 



Matthew Woodward’s Tips 



Lewis Howes’ Weekly 
Updates 



Automate with an Autoresponder 

YOUR BLOG       +       MAILING LIST       =       AUTOMATION            



How a blog to mailing list autoresponder works 



enter their email address 



enter their email address 



enter their email address 



enter their email address 



enter their email address 

future mailings and 
auto responders 



enter their email address 

Day 1 - Your Free Gift 
Day 3 - How did you like the book? 
Day 5 - Can I help you start a blog? 
Day 7 - How to start a blog in 5 mins 
Day 9 - My favorite blogging tools 

future mailings and 
auto responders 



Mailing List Recap 
1. Give something away in 

exchange for an email sign up 
  

2. Add multiple methods for your 
audience to join your list 
  

3. Create an autoresponder series 
that automates the process 



Best Monetization 
Methods for Your Blog 
(how to make money with your content & audience) 



Once you have an audience, your 
monetization options are 

limitless. 
 

Top 3 Monetization Methods: 
 

•  Google Adsense / Direct Ad Sales 
•  Service or Product Creation 

•  Affiliate Marketing 

Best Blog Monetization Methods 



Google Adsense automatically places relevant ads on your site based on text content. 



Direct Ad Sales 

Get paid a set amount per month for placement of ads on your site. 



Create Your Own Product / Service 

Jacob Hiller of “Jump Manual” 
Over $75,000 in monthly sales 

 
Sell your own products or services once you’ve become an expert in your space 



Affiliate Marketing 

Millions of products, brands and opportunities for your to cash in on. 



Why Affiliate Marketing Rocks: 
 

•  No sales experience required 
•  No need to hold inventory 
•  No customer support 
•  No payment processing 
•  You get to partner with huge 

brands and popular sites 

Affiliate Marketing is 
My Favorite Method 



Top Affiliate Networks 



One Ad Network = 1,000s of Brands 

Shareasale Affiliate Network 

+! =!
Fashion / Clothing Blog!



ClickBank = Digital Based Products 

ClickBank Affiliate Network - Up to 75% commissions 



Blog + Affiliate Network = $$$ 

+ = $$$ 

 
 
 
 

“Jump Training” 
Blog 



How to Find Affiliate Programs 



Check the Bottom of Your Favorite Sites 



Even Amazon has an Affiliate Program 



Best Blog Monetization Methods 
•  Create content that brings in new 

traffic daily, provides value and 
converts into leads and sales 

 
•  Find high quality products and 

affiliate programs to promote 
through your blog 
 

•  Use top affiliate networks like 
Shareasale, Commission Junction 
& ClickBank to find great offers 



How I’ve Made Millions 
Using these Same Methods 

(a proven example time and time again) 



Different Ways to Make Money 
with Affiliate Marketing 

• Create ad campaigns!
• Pay per click marketing!
• Social media marketing!
• Mailing lists & autoresponders!
• Web site and content creation!



Web Site & Content Creation 
has always been my favorite! 



Who remembers MySpace? 





How could I make money with myspace? 

•  WHERE: Everyone was on 
MySpace 

•  WHAT: Everyone wanted to 
make their MySpace profile 
page cool 

•  HOW: Create a resource site 
to make it easy for users to 
modify their profile pages 

•  MODEL: Build an audience 
and monetize 



How the process worked… 



Over 300 million page views! 
(Best day was 180,667 visitors… all 100% free traffic) 



So much traffic was flowing through the site 
I needed 16 dedicated Dell servers! 





CPM Banner Ads

Google Adsense

Affiliate Offers

CPM Banner Ads

Affiliate Offers



Google Adsense 
(monetize generic traffic) 



ValueClick Media 
(CPM based banner advertising - 468x60 and 300x250 sizes) 



CasaleMedia 
(CPM based banner advertising - 468x60 and 300x250 sizes) 



Yahoo Publisher Network 
(Just like Google Adsense, but now called media.net) 



Yahoo Publisher Network 
(Just like Google Adsense, but now called media.net) 



Neverblue Ads 
(Affiliate Network - commissions off free signups and downloads) 



One Site, One Year = $1 Million 
(Audience + Affiliate Marketing + Value = Profit) 



It’s never too late! 



This Method is Replicable 
(Viral Content Based Blogs are Making Millions!) 

It’s all coming back full circle… 



One kid created ViralNova.com 
and sold it for $100 million! 



Key Takeaways 
• You can make a TON of money online! 

• Affiliate marketing is amazing 

• Build a site that provides value 

• You don’t need to sell anything 

• Blogging & Wordpress would have 
made this process a million times 
easier for me! 
(MySpaceNow was over 10,000 pages 
of HTML with no programming = 
1,000s of hours or coding and editing) 



Examples of Other 6-7 Figure 
Influencers in the World 



Jeremy Schoemaker 

ShoeMoney.com - $100,000 a month 
(Affiliate Marketing Industry) 



Timothy Sykes 

TimothySykes.com - $200,000 a month 
(Financials/Stocks Industry) 



Jeni Hott 

HCGDietInfo.com - $100,000 a month 
(Health/Weight Loss Industry) 



WDWRadio.com - Six Figure Blogger 
(Disney/Travel Industry) 

Lou Mongello 



John Chow 

JohnChow.com - $100,000 a month 
(Blogging Industry) 



Why Top Influencers are Successful 
•  They’ve created a voice for 

themselves, built out their own 
following and provide value to 
their audience 

•  Every successful influencer has put 
in countless (and unmentioned) 
hours of work to get to where they 
are today 

•  The most successful influencers 
know how to scale and grow their 
business with mailing lists, 
automation and product creation 



…and that is how you turn your 
expertise in a profitable brand! 



Foxy didn’t get it… but I hope you do! 



QUESTIONS? 
Ask Anything! I’m here to help. 

Twitter: @ZACJOHNSON     -    Email: zac@moneyreign.com

DOWNLOAD THIS PRESENTATION AS A VIDEO & 
ACCESS MY 30-DAY BLOGGING COURSE FOR FREE !

!

ZACJOHNSON.COM/IMD


